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Benefits of Shade and 
 Shelter for Layer Hens

Environmentally friendlyEnvironmentally friendly

Temp

Hens prefer to 
shelter underneath 
cover to feel safe 
from overhead 

predatorsRanging has 
positive effects on 

feet and toenail 
length

Vitamin D3

More options to express 
highly motivated 

behaviours: dust-bathing 
& foraging

Helps reduce density in the shed and 
pressure on the shavings inside the 
shed by encouraging hens outside.

Helps reduce nutrient loading and parasite 
burden closest to the shed by drawing hens 

further outside on the range.

Helps filter dust, noise and odour, 
and may aid in blocking airborne 

poultry diseases.

Better feather cover 
as encouraging 
foraging helps 
reduce risk of 

feather pecking

Wind shield Filters dust 
& noise

Increases 
range use

Increased 
biodiversity

Creates a more pleasurable living and 
working environment.

Demonstrates farmers can be good 
neighbours, and caretakers for the land.

Helps to meet consumer  
expectations of free range farms.

Other benefitsOther benefits

Better hen welfareBetter hen welfare


